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Arrer Samuel had anointed Saul to reign over Israel, he directed 
him to go to Gibeah, and there wait seven days for him, when he 
engaged to come and offer burnt offerings, and direct him what to 
do. Saul repaired to the place appointed and waited with great 
impatience for Samuel until the seventh day, but Samuel did not 
appear in the first part of the day. ‘This threw Saul into great per- 
plexity, because the Philistines were gathering together to fight 
against Israel, and because his Soldiers were deserting from him. 
He was afraid to go against the Philistines, before sacrifices were 
offered, and he was afraid to offer sacrifices himself before Samuel 
came. But in this dilemma, he presumed to do it; and just as he 
had finished this religious service, Samuel came, and accosted him 
in the following manner: ‘“ And Samuel said, what hast thou done? 
And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from 
me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that 
the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash, there- 
fore said I, the Philistines will come down upon me at Gilgal, and 
I have not made supplication unto the Lord. I forced myself there- 
fore, and offered a burnt offering. And Samuel said to Saul, thou 
hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the 
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Lord thy God which he commanded thee: for now would the Lord 
have established thy kingdom upon Israel forever. But now thy 
kingdom shall not continue.” Though God directed Sanmuel to 
make this declaration in his name, yet we cannot suppose, that this 
declaration was inconsistent with the immutability of the divine 
purposes respecting Saul. Though God declared, that he would 
have treated Saul differently, if he had conducted differently; yet 
this declaration was perfectly consistent with his original design of 
treating him exactly as he did treat him. This, therefore, is the 
sentiment which I now propose to discuss: That the conditional 
declarations, which God makes to men, are conSistent with the im- 
mutability of -his purposes. I shall, 

I. Show that the purposes of God are immutable. 

If. Show that God makes conditional declarations to men. 

III. Show that these declarations are consistent with the immu- 
tability of his purposes. 

I. Let us consider that the purposes of God are immutable. 
This is a truth which is capable of being established, by the most 
plain and irresistable evidence. For, 

1. It is the infallible consequence of the perfection of the di- 
vine nature. God is possesed of every natural and moral perfection. 
His perfect wisdom enabled him from eternity to form the wisest 
and best plan or scheme of conduct; and his perfect goodness must 
have disposed him to form the wisest and best purposes, before the 
foundation of the world. And having formed the wisest and best 
designs, he could never see any reason to alter them for the better. 
Hence it is morally certain, that God never can alter his designs, 
any more than he can cease to be perfectly wise, powerful and good, 
or than he can cease to be God. The only reason why men ever 
alter their purposes is, either the want of wisdom, or the want of 
goodness, or the want of power; but this can never be a reason for 
God’s altering his designs, which are formed in perfect goodness. 
and wisdom, and which he has sufficient power to carry into execu- 
tion. So that the immutability of the divine purposes is as certain, 
as the immutability of the divine existence. And now, 

2. This mode of reasoning is confirmed by divine Revelation. 
The Scriptures say much upon this subject, and abundantly teach 
the immutably of the divine purposes. Job says of God, “ He is in 
one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even 
that he doeth.” David says, “‘ The counsel of the Lord standeth 
fofever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.” Solomon 
says, ‘‘ There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the 
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.” James says, ‘“‘ God is the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variableness, nor shadow of 
turning.” Paul says, ‘‘God has confirmed the immutability of his 
counsel, by an oath.” God says of himself, “ I am the Lord, I 
change not.” And again he says, “I am God, and there is none 
else; I am God, and there is none like me: Declaring the end from 
the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet 
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.” 
T hese passages are too plain toneed any comment, or to admit of any 
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doubt; they assert the immutability of the divine purposes, in terms 
as full and strong as language affords. But nevertheless, ° 

II. God does make conditional declarations to men. He tells 
them what would have been, if they had conducted ditferently from 
what they did; and he tells them what will be, if they conduct in a 
certain manner in time to come. The Scripture abounds with such 
conditional declarations of the immutable Deity. We have a plain 
instance of this in what was said to Saul. God told Saul, if he 
had not been disobedient and refused to follow the direction which 
he had given him by Samuel, he would have established his king- 
dom over Israel forever. When God was about to punish David 
for his iniquity, he reminded him how much good he had done him, 

and then added, “If that had been too little, I would moreover have- 
given unto thee such and such things.” God also informed his 
people in general, by the mouth of David, how differently he would 
have treated them, if they had only been more dutiful and obedient. 
He said, “ O that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had 
walked in my ways. I should soon have subdued their enemies, 
and turned my hand against their adversaries.” And again he said, 
**O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy 
peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the 
sea.”? Our Savior also told the Jews how differently he would have 
treated them, if they had received him, instead of rejecting him. 
*O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and ston- 
est them that are cent unto thee, how often would [ have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but ye would not!” When Paul set sail for Rome in a 
dangerous season of the year, he admonished the centurion and the 
rest in the ship, that if they proceeded on their voyage, they would 
meet with difficulty ; but his admonition was disregarded, and the 
advice of the master and owner of the ship was followed. It was 
not long, however, before they found Paul’s words to be true, and 
themselves on the point of despair. ‘Then Paul stood forth in the 
midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, 
and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and 
loss.” 

But God not only tells men what would have been, if they had 
conducted differently, but tells them what will be and what will not 
be on condition they do, or do not conduct in a certain manner. 
When Cain was so highly displeased with God for rejecting his of- 
fering, he told him, ‘If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accept- 
ed? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.” David said 
in his dying address to Solomon, “‘ Keep the charge of the Lord thy 
God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes and commandments,— 
that thou mayest prosper in all thou doest—that the Lord may con- 
tinue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy child- 
ren take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth, with all their 
heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man 
on the throne of Israel.” Isaiah made a similar conditional declara- 
tion to the people of God. ‘‘ If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land. But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be 





262 GObD’S IMMUTABLE PURPOSES, [Sept. 





devoured with the sword; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it.” Thus were the terms of life and death proposed under the Old 
Testament; and we find them proposed in the same conditional 
manner in the New Testament. ‘Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not, shall be damned.” 
This conditional mode of speaking runs through the whole Bible. 
God tells men after they have acted, how he would have treated 
them differently, if they had acted differently; and he tells them 
before they act, how he will treat them, if they act in one way, and 
how he will treat them, if they act in another way. He promises to 
make them happy, if they are obedient; but if they are disobedi- 
ent, he threatens to make them miserable. 

It now remains to show, 

Ill. That such conditional declarations of God are consistent 
with the immutability of his purposes. We have proved, that the 
purposes of God are immutable, and we have shown, that some of 
his declarations are conditional.» His conditional declarations, 
therefore, must be in reality consistent with the immutability of his 
purposes, whether we can see and point out the consistency or not. 
Many we know have found great difficulty in discovering the con- 
sistency of those two doctrines, and generally those who have not 
discovered the consistency of both, have been led to believe the 
one, and deny the other. Even Arminians do not pretend to deny, 
that God has formed purposes from eternity, but they suppose his 
purposes are conditional; because his declarations are so. They 
insist upon it, that his eternal purposes cannot be immutable, con- 
sistently with his conditional declarations; and they consider these 
conditional declarations as a demonstration, that his decrees are as 
conditional as his declarations. ‘They suppose, God did not abso- 
lutely decree, that Adam should either stand or fall, but only decreed, 
that if he did fall, he would provide a Savior for him and his poster- 
ity. *They suppose God did not absolutely decree, that a part of 
mankind should be saved, and a part should be lost; but only de- 
creed, that if a part should repent and believe, they should be sa- 
ved; and if a part should remain impenitent and unbelieving, they 
should be lost. They suppose God did not absolutely decree, that 
sin should come into the world; but only decreed, that if it did 
come into the world, it should be overruled for his glory. Now it 
is easy to see, that this supposition makes the purposes of God 
conditional, and mutable. They must vary just as much as the 
conduct of mankind varies. And this certainly destroys the im- 
mutability of the divine purposes. But there is no ground to sup- 
pose, that the purposes of God are mutable, because men’s conduct 
is mutable, and he has declared that he will treat them according 
to their conduct. The conditional declarations of God will appear 
consistent with his immutable purposes, if we attentively consider 
the following observations. 

1. God always gives men natural power to counteract or frus- 
trate his immutable purposes. ‘Though God immutably determined, 
that Adam should eat the forbidden fruit, yet he gave him natural 
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power to counteract his immutable determination ; for he certainly 
gave him power to refrain from eating of the forbidden fruit, and 
if he had refrained, he would have actually frustrated the divine 
purpose. God absolutely decreed, that Saul should offer sacrifice, 
and lose his kingdom; but he had natural power to wait for Samu- 
el and to obey the divine injunction laid upon him, and if he had 
waited and obeyed, he would have frustrated the divine purpose, and 
secured his kingdom. God determined that the owner and master 
of the ship in which Paul sailed, should meet with harm and loss. 
But the owner and master of the ship had natural power to com- 
ply with Paul’s advice, and if they had complied, Paul told them 
they would not have suffered the harm and loss that they actually 
did suffer, nor consequently fulfilled the divine purpose. It is true 
not only in these, but in all other cases, that God gives men natural 
power to defeat or counteract his immutable purposes. For he al- 
ways gives them natural power to act agreeably to his purposes, and 
this is always a natural power sufficient to frustrate his purposes; 
because a natural power to act is always a natural power to refrain 
from acting. When God gave Judas natural power to betray Christ, 
he gave him the same natural power not to betray him, and so to 
counteract his determinate counsel and foreknowledge. Bat, 

2. Though God always gives men natural power to act contra- 
ry to his immutable purposes ; yet he always makes them willing to 
act agreeably to them. He has the hearts of ail men in his hand, 
and can turn them whithersoever he pleases ; and he always pleases 
to turn their hearts agreeably to his immutable purposes. Thus he 
turned the heart of Adam in paradise. ‘Thus he turned the heart 
of Esau toward Jacob. Thus he turned the hearts of Joseph’s 
brethren against him. Thus he turned the heart of Pharaoh against 
Moses and his people. ‘Thus he turned the hearts of the seven na- 
tions of Canaan against Israel. Thus he turned the heart of Shim- 
ei against David. ‘Thus he turned the heart of Saul against Samuel. 
Thus he turned the hearts of David and Jonathan towards each 
other. And thus he turns the hearts of both good men and bad ac- 
cording to his immutable purposes. “A man’s heart may devise his 
way ; but the Lord directeth his steps.” ‘There are many devices 
in a man’s heart: nevertheless, the counsel of the Lord, that shall 
stand.” ‘‘ The way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps.” ‘‘God worketh in men both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure.” Whatever God has decreed that 
men shall do, he always makes them willing to do it; and therefore 
notwithstanding they have natural power to frustrate his purposes, 
yet they always choose to act agreeably tothem. Hence Solomon 
says, ‘ There is no wisdom nor understanding, nor counsel against 
the Lord.” Let men have ever so much mental or, bodily strength, 
they always employ it according to their choice, and this choice is 
always according to the immutable purposes of God, who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will. Though men have 
natural power to counteract the purposes of God; yet since he has 
their will under his control, it is just as certain, that they never will 
counteract them, as if they had not natural power todo it. There- 
fore, 


. 
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3. God may make conditional declarations to men, in perfect 
consistency with their free agency and his own immutable purposes. 
So long as God gives men natural power to act or not to act, they 
remain posessed of perfect liberty or free agency. ‘They cannot 
conceive of greater liberty and freedom than this; and this they 
enjoy in perfect consistency with the immutable purposes of God 
respecting all their thoughts, words, and actions. Consequently, 
when God makes conditional proposals to them, they are always 
conscious, that they have power and liberty to comply, or not com- 
ply with them; and whether they comply or not comply, they are 
conscious, that they might have done otherwise. Thus Adam was 
conscious, when God prohibited him from eating of the tree of 
knowledge, that he was able to obey or disobey the divine prohibi- 
tion ; and after he had disobeyed it, he was couscious, that he might 
have done otherwise, that is, that he might have obeyed it. So 
Pharaoh was conscious, after he had retused to let the people of 
God go, that he might have done otherwise. So Saul was conscious, 
after he had disobeyed the word of the Lord by Samuel, that he 
might have obeyed it and secured the throne of Israel to himself and 
to his family, After Esau had sold his birth-right, he was conscious 
to himself, that he might have done otherwise. After the brethren 
of Joseph had sold him into Egypt, they were conscious to them- 
selves, that they might have done otherwise. And after Judas had 
betrayed Christ, he was conscious to himself, that he might have 
done otherwise, and it was this consciousness, that gave him the re- 
gret and remorse, which proved his ruin. And thus all men are 
always conscious, after they have done wrong, that they might have 
done right; and after they have done right, that they might have 
done wrong. The reason is, because they know, that they always 
have natural power to do either good or evil, just as they choose, 
Hence they all feel the propriety of God’s making conditional pro- 
posals to them. This, they all acknowledge, is treating them as free 
moral agents, and they all insist upon it, that they ought to be treat- 
ed so. So that the conditional declarations and proposals of God 
are certainly consistent with the highest liberty and freedom of man- 
kind. And now it is easy to see, that they are no less consistent 
with the immutability of the divine purposes. For, though God al- 
ways gives men natural power to counteract his purposes; yet he 
always makes them willing to fulfil them. Hence he can, with en- 
tire safety, make conditional declarations to men, and place them in 
the most trying situation, because he can always make them willing 
to act just as he has decreed, that they shall act. Thus he placed 
Adam in paradise, and made conditional proposals to him without 
the least danger of his frustrating his immutable purposes. Thus 
he raised Pharaoh to the throne of Egypt, and put his people into 
his hand, without the least danger of his frustrating his purpose and 
promise to Abraham. Thus he put Judas into the family of Christ, 
and gave him the best opportunity to be his sincere and faithful 
friend, without the least danger of his not betraying Christ, and 
frustrating the great design of redeeming love. And thus he can 
place the Elect and non-Elect in a state of prolation, without the 
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least danger, of the Elect’s finally rejecting the terms of the gos- 
pel, or of the non-Elect’s finally accepting the offers of life. For 
he can make the Elect willing in the day of his power to repent and 
believe, and he can make the non-Elect willing to reject the coun- 
sel of God against themselves. Thus there appears a perfect har- 
mony, consistency, and connection between the immutability of the 
divine purposes, and divine declarations. God could and did fix 
the immutability of his purposes from eternity; and can carry them 
into execution, with perfect consistency, with human liberty, and his 
own conditional promises and threatenings. He can set life and 
death, good and evil before men, who are perfectly free and volunta- 
ry agents, and yet make them willing to choose or refuse life, ac- 
cording to his original purposes of Election, and Reprobation, 








For the New-England Telegraph. 
QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 


Mr. Tuacuer,—In the July number of the Telegraph, I notice 
a few questions, signed Junius, which seem designed to elicit an- 
swers, although, for the most part, they carry their answers along 
with them. As no one appears to have undertaken the task, I will 
say a few words in response to each of them. 


Question I.—‘ Is it desirable for a Church to adopt a rule of ETHICS, as 
well as of doctrine, in the admission of members 2?’ 


The question seems to take it for granted that it ts desirable for 
a Church to adopt a rule of doctrine, in the admission of members. 
—There is therefore room for a discussion of this previous question. 
I have lately been led to think it a matter of some importance to 
attain scriptural views on this subject. If I should say that no 
Church ought to establish a creed as a standard instead of the Bi- 
ble, I suppose every body except the Roman Catholics would readi- 
ly agree with me. But I fear there are few of the Protestant sects 
who do not virtually give to their ‘Confessions of Faith,’ their 
Books of ‘ Discipline ’ and authorized ‘ Standards’ a place which is 
inconsistent with the Protestant maxim that ‘ the Bible contains the 
religion of Protestants.’ And yet I am by no means prepared to 
agree with those who would decry or evade a full and explicit 
avowal of sentiments by Churches and individuals, on every point of 
Christian doctrine and duty. I suppose it may be possible for a 
Christian Church to do this, and to exercise a corresponding disci- 
pline, in the admission and exclusion of members, without establish- 
ing any permanent and authorized ‘standard’ or ‘rule’ except the 
Bible itself—A ‘ standard’ is one thing. An expression of senti- 
ment, accompanied with corresponding action is another.—The 
criticism may seem merely verbal, But there is truth, I conceive, 
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in the observation of some one, that words easily become things. 
A ‘rule’ or ‘standard’ in distinction from the Bible, either in doc- 
trine or in ethics, I cannot consider it ‘desirable’ for a Church to 
to adopt. But I do think it desirable for every Church to make an 
expression of its sentiments on every prominent doctrine and duty 
of the gospel, and exclude heretics and immoral men from its en- 
closures.—No one thinks of altering a ‘ sTANDARD’ or ‘ RULE.”— 
But ‘ expressions of sentiment’ can be altered as often as a better 
acquaintance with an infallible ‘rule’ or ‘standard’ shall require 
their modification. Is there nothing practical in this distinction ? 
I would have every Church a Theological Seminary, or perpetual 
council, with one text book, the Bible; and I would have no hu- 
man ‘expression of sentiment’ so sacred or so stereotyped that 
any member might not invite its discussion in Church meetings, its 
continuance to be suspended on the decision of the majority. This 
would possibly oblige some sleepy shepherds, as well as sheep to keep 
awake, but the wolf would not perhaps be the more likely to enter the 
fold on that account. People would be more apt to know what the 
sentiments of their Churches were, and the reasons and scriptures 
on which they are founded. Thus much in answer to the question 
which your correspondent did not ask.—To proceed— 

The first question of your correspondent may be thus paraphras- 
ed :—‘ Is it as desirable for a Church to speak and act in respect to 
ethics as in respect to doctrine?’ 

I should answer the question in the affirmative; and would be 
understood as considering both objects exceedingly desirable. 

In order to understand the inquiry better, and see the reasons of 
the above answer, let us consider what is meant by ethics, and 
what is meant by doctrines. 

By ethics I understand the science of moral actions. A question 
in ethics is a question respecting the moral right or wrong of a cer- 
tain course of conduct.—A rule of ethics is a rule of human action. 
—A code of ethics is a digest of human duties. 

By doctrines of religion I understand the truths or principles it 
teaches.—The prominent facts respecting God and man, respecting 
their relations to each other, their characters, designs, and treatment 
of each other, may be considered doctrines.—T he principles of God’s 
moral government, the nature of moral law, the distinction between 
right and wrong, the rewards of virtue, the punishments of vice, the 
condition and prospects of transgressors, the requirements of God’s 
law, the provisions and promises of the gospel, these are among the 
topics embraced in the prominent doctrines of the Christian religion. 

Now, then, are we called upon to compare doctrines with ethics? 
How do they stand related to each other? What is the one without 
the other ?-—Doctrines lay a foundation for ethics. And your corres- 
pondent asks whether it is not as desirable to build the house, as it 
was to lay the foundation, which was put there for no other purpose 
but to be built upon? 1 should think it was! 

Again: Doctrines must decide what ethics [duties] are. And 
your correspondent wishes to know whether it is not as desirable 
that Churches should actually know what the duties of human beings 
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are, as it is that they should carefully collect and religiously preserve 
‘the means of knowing? Seriously, sir, | should think it was! And 
high time, too, that the Churches began to make the discovery. Fur- 
ther: Your correspondent asks whether it is not as desirable that 
Christian Churches should watch over the moral conduct of their 
members, and exclude those whose actions are evil, as it is that they 
should solicitously inquire into the sentiments their members imbibe, 
in respect to the facts and principles which might imfluence their 
decisions concerning the right or wrong of any proposed course of 
action? And here, again, I must be permitted to respond in the af- 
firmative. 

Once more.— Doctrines furnish the reasons and suggest the mo- 
tives for virtuous action ; the dissuasives from every course of un- 
godly practice. And actions and practices are the things of which 
ethics treats.—Your correspondent therefore inquires whether it is 
not as desirable that the Churches should be composed of members 
whose actions and practices are right, and who abhor evil and for- 
sake all manner of iniquity, as it is that they should be composed of 
persons who understand and -approve the grounds and reasons of 
virtuous conduct, together with all the dissuasives from unrighteous- 
ness and transgression ?—Your readers will not be suprised if I take 
the affirmative of this question—In a word, the question of your 
correspondent is—Whether it is not as important that professors of 
religion should ‘do the will’ of their Divine master as it is that they 
should ‘ know of the doctrine’ he teachesthem? Whether it is not 
as desirable that Jesus Christ should ‘ purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works’ as it is that he should set apart an in- 
telligent people, zealous of correct opinions? And still 1 answer in 
the affirmative. 

Let me not be understood as treating the subject with levity, nor 
as considering it impertinent in your correspondent to ask such a 
plain question. It is time it was asked. And high time that the 
rebuke it implies, was felt in all the American Protestant Churches. 
Question Hi.—‘ If a rule of ethics is adopted, what should be the standard, 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST or THE DOCTRINE OF EXPEDIEN- 
cY?’ 

A ‘standard’ and a ‘rule ’—i apprehend mean the same thing. 
So that if the ‘ gospel of Christ’ as contained in the Bible be made 
the ‘standard’ there will no other ‘rule’ be wanted. Allow me 
then to read the question, thus— 

‘If a Church expresses its sentiments in respect to certain actions 
and conduct, and exercises discipline in accordance with its senti- 
ments, by what‘ rule’ or.‘ standard’ should its sentiments be form- 
ed, by the gospel of Christ, or the doctrine of expediency?’ 

The question, both in the paraphrase and in its original shape, 
takes it for granted that the gospel of Christ and the doctrine of ex- 
pediency are very different and contradictory things. This point I 
am not disposed to controvert: and by adopting the ‘ standard’ of the 
gospel, I reject the ‘ standard’ of expediency. 

In this decision, your correspondent seems to acquiecse by his: 
manner of stating the question. Had he wished to invite a-discus- 
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sion with the Christian advocates of expediency, his question should 
have been’whether Jesus Christ founded his gosped in the doctrine of 
expediency—that is, in the ‘ wisdom of this world,’ or in the ‘ wisdom 
which comeh from above.’—And if it should be complained of this 
question that it anticipates too plainly its own decision, it might not be 
impertinent to inquire wherein the wisdom of men differs from the 
gospel of Christ,—if those Christian teachers are correct, who found 
their ethics upon the doctrine of expediency ? 

But [ regard this second question of Junius to be exceedingly im- 
portant and well-timed. It is nothing more nor less than the old 
question revived :— Whether the Lord be God or Baal? Into the 
discussion of this question I shall enter no farther at present than 
simply to inquire ‘ Who is on the Lord’s side ?’ 


Question III.—‘ If the gospel of Christ is to be the standard of ethics in the 
admission of members into the Church, is it consistent for a Church to make 
a distinction in acknowledged moral evils, admitting those who are guilty 
of one, and excluding those who are guilty of others? For instance :— 
Is it consistent to receive into the Church, man-stealers, slave-holders, and 
freemasons ; while rum-sellers, rum-drinkers, and Sabbath-breakers are 
not allowed to enter? Who has put into the hands of the Church SCALES, 
by which to weigh moral evils, and determine which shall be tolerated, and 


which shall be repudiated ? 


And here, it appears to me that your correspondent has broached 
a ‘delicate question’ and opened a wide door into the ‘chambers of 
imagery,’ which it will be ‘ prudent’ for him to shut speedily, if he 
does not intend to see and exhibit to the gaze of the universe, far 
‘ greater abominations’ than any he has yet mentioned ?—Why, sir, 
what will become of good old-fashioned orthodoxy, steady habits, 
and above all, ‘the peace of the Churches;’ and the infallibility and 
supremacy of her learned ones, if there is no distinction to be made 
between moral evils, and if all are to be alike condemned? [Especial- 
ly, I mean if ‘expressions of sentiment’ should be made and revised by 
the Churches themsrlves,as I have suggested,and not by somebody else, 
for them.] Who does not see that the ‘ moral evils’ of the nobility 
and even of the sacred office itself would be in danger of detection, 
if every plebeian in the Church should get it into his head that noone. 
has ever ‘ put into the hands of the [ministers] scales, by which to 
weigh moral evils, and determine which shall be tolerated and which 
shall be repudiated ?—Indeed, Sir, I can see no end to the flood of 
insubordination, and ultraism, of radicalism and innovation, of new 
divinity and new measures that must sweep over the Churches of the 
land, confounding both the ‘ old school’ and ‘the new,’ annoying 
‘ biblical exegesis’ with the Bible, and ‘systematic theology’ with 
symmetry, pouring contempt on all human glory, and ‘casting down 
imaginations and every high thought that exalteth itself against the 
obedience and the simplicity of Christ,’ if the suggestions implied in 
this question of ‘ Junius,’ should ever be affectually regarded. 

* And these are the beginnings of sorrows.’ If there are to be 
no ‘scales by which to weigh moral evils,’ or if there are, and they 
should ever be honestly used, it will probably be found as ‘ inconsis- 
tent to receive into the Church’ and as lords over it, the men who en- 
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slave men’s minds and consciences as those who enslave men’s bo- 
dies.. Those who forbid men to think for themselves will be con- 
demned almost as much as those who forbid men to hoe corn for 
themselves. The stealers of men’s souls will be ranked with the 
stealers of their persons, and the corrupters of youth with the kid- 
nappers of children. ‘Those who support their own party ‘ right or 
wrong,’ who hear the groans of the captive and are silent, and who 
are ready to carry their own selfish objects by every means in their 
power, ‘murder and treason not excepted ’—together with all who 
persist in drinking their wine, with the knowledge that it is virtual- 
ly drinking from the skulls of their deceived and poisoned fellow- 
men, will find no standing in the Churches, whether they have pre- 
viously bound themselves with an impious oath and curse to do these 
things or not. Every description of gamblers will likewise be ex- 
cluded, without inguiring whether the game was decided by skill or 
by chance, by the turning of a card or the rotation of a wheel, for 
the purpose of erecting a meeting-house or to abstract from a neigh- 
bor his purse, in compliance with human laws or in violation of 
them. Nor will itbe thought ‘consistent to receive into the 
Church” any murderer, whether he kills or is killing himself or his 
neighbor, with violence or by the consent of his victim, with the 
knife of the assassin or the sword of the General, with a commission 
or with a prohibition in his pocket, ornamented with an epaulette 
or a halter, by means of gunpowder or of poison, by the use of li- 
quids or of solids, by gluttonny or by drunkenness, by a drug or by 
a beverage, by slow degrees or instantaneously ; his next door neigh- 
bors or the citizens of another realm, his friends or his enemies, 
whether in larger or in smaller numbers, whether with or without a 
declaration of war by wordly statesmen, whether with a bribe of 
gold in his purse or with the dread of contempt or persecution in 
his bosom. ‘Those who have fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness and refuse to reprove them, who are sworn supporters of 
men of violence and deceit will be considered partakers of their evil 
deeds. To defraud a feilow citizen out of his birth-right and lure 
him into a charnel house as to a land of promise will never be ex- 
cused because it is done ‘ with the consent’ of the oppressed victim. 
Swindling for ‘ benevolent objects’ will not be deemed an immunity 
too sacred for reprobation and exposure. Forgery for the public 
good, and falsification of documents for partizan ends will be as dis- 
reputable among Christian ministers as is the counterfiting of Bank 
notes among merchants. The deceptive and persevering instigators 
of mobs will be ranked as low in the moral ‘sca/e’ as the ignorant 
dupes of their falsehoods, whose hands are actually employed in acts 
of outrage. Even Christian ladies will be expected to dress modest- 
ly and in avoidance of infanticide and suicide, whatever may be the 
‘latest fashions’ in the Theatres of Paris; and if they neglect the 
admonitions of Paul, and despise the reproofs of Isaiah, they like- 
wise will be excluded from the Churches. The covetous will be ac- 
counted idolators, and spend-thrifts, public defaulters and squander- 
ers of their Master’s treasures. Those who live to themselves and heirs, 
having covenanted to be wholly the Lord’s will be held in the reputa- 
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tion of Ananias and Sapphira. He who usurps authority over 
God’s heritage will by no means appear white by the side of him who 
lords it over a cotton plantation. ‘The vile person will no more 
be called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful. ’"—‘ Then shall 
ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, be- 
tween him that serveth the Lord, and him that serveth him not. ’ 
And thus will the whole earth be ‘turned upside down. ’—Yea— 
thrice over turned, ‘till he whose right it is, shall reign.’—And why 
should it not be so? Why should Christian professors expect and 
desire a millennium without ‘ breaking off their iniquities by right- 
eousness and their transgressions by turning to the Lord?’ Oh! 
how long will the professed people of God compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, and yet claim the privilege of wallowing in their 
own sins? How long will they virtually proffer their aid in ‘ evange- 
lizing the world’ if they may only be left unmolested in their sins ?— 
How long shall a portion of them ‘contend earnestly for the faith’ 
on condition of receiving from their fathers and transmitting to 
their posterity, assacredly as their unimpaired creeds, their ‘inher- 
ited’ and venerated sins? How long shall other portions of them 
profess to have ‘all faith, so as to remove mountains,’ so long as 
no one ‘interrupts the revival’ by faithfully reproving their sins? 
And how long will they unitedly agree to give the ten thousandth 
part of all ‘their goods to feed the poor,’ ‘and their bodies’ to be— 
gorgeously attired, on condition that they may be accounted good 
Christians, and not disturbed in their darling sins? How long will 
it be that every Sodom among transgressors shall be accounted as a 
Zoar by some portion of the faithful? ‘Oh! Jerusalem! When 


wilt thou be cleansed frem thy idols? When shall it once be?’ 
W. G. 








PROPOSITION TO THE CHURCHES. 


THE subscribers respectfully and affectionately present the following 
form of a Constitution to the Churches with whom they are connected 
in faith and fellowship, for their approbation and adoption. Those Churches, 
who shall see fit to adopt the plan proposed, are desired to send their Pas- 
rors and Detecates to a Meeting to be held in the City or PROVI- 
DENCE, R. I., on Tuesday, the 29th day of September, 1835, for the pur- 
pose of organizing the contemplated Board. Information respecting the 
place of Meeting to be sought at the Book Store of Maxnsnati, Brown & 
Co., Westminster Street. 

August 21st, 1835. 
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JOSEPH TIFFANNY 
NATHAN READ, 2 ¢ West Attleborough, Mass. 
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CYREL CARPENTER, 
ARZA BLANDING, 
NATHAN WOODWARD, 
LEVI HAWES, 

AMASA RICHARDSON, 
PETER ADAMS, 
ABNER BELCHER, 
FISHER MESSINGER, 
STEPHEN RHODES, 

FISHER HARTSHORN, ‘oxborough. 
LEWIS G. DANIELS, 


East Attleborough. 


Franklin. 


Wrentham. 


CONSTITUTION OF THTE ECCLESIASTICAL BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES FOR THE PROPAGATION OF 
THE GOSPEL. 


I. Tis Board shall be constituted of Pastors and Delegates 
from such Churches, as may be disposed to unite for the objects 
hereafter expressed, and shall be called, Tue Ecccestastican 
Boarp or Trustees ror THE PropaGAaTION OF THE GosPEL. 

If. ‘The object of this Board shall be, to educate pious, indigent 
Young Men for the work of the Ministry; to support Missionaries 
in our own and foreign countries; and to publish and circulate such 
Books and Tracts, as are calculated to cherish and extend the prin- 
ciples and spirit of the Gospel. 

IIIf. Any Church, contributing to this Board, for the promotion 
of the above named objects, to the amount of five dollars or snore, 
annually, shall be entitled to One Delegate; ten dollars or more, 
to Two Delegates; and twenty dollars or more, to Ture Dele- 
gates; which last shall be the highest number-of Delegates from 
any single Church; and no Pastor or Delegate shall be allowed to 
act, as a member of the Board, until he has subscribed to the fol- 
lowing 

CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
WE BELIEVE, 

1. That there is one God, who is the Creator, Preserver and 
Governor of the universe, and who possesses every natural and moral 
perfection. 

2. That the Bible was written by holy men, as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit; and that it is a perfect rule of faith and prac- 
tice. 

3. That God exists in three persons, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one God, the same in 
essence, and equal in every divine perfection. 

4. ‘That God has, for his own glory, fore-ordained whatsoever 
comes to pass; and that he works all things after the counsel of his 
own will. 

5. That God created Adam perfectly holy, and constituted him 
the representative of all his posterity, suspending their moral char- 
acter upon his probationary conduct. 

6. That in consequence of the fall of Adam, all mankind are 
totally depraved in their moral character, beginning to sin the 
moment they become moral agents; and deserve to be punished with 
eternal death. 
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7. That the Lord Jesus Christ, who is God and man, has, by 
his death on the cross, made an atonement for the sius of the whole 
world. 

8. That through the atonement, salvation is freely offered to 
sinners in the gospel; yet they all naturally reject this gracious 
offer, and refuse to coine to Christ, that they may have eternal life. 

9. ‘That God has, in the covenant of redemption, given to Christ 
a certain number of mankind, who were from eternity predestinat- 
ed to be holy and to be heirs of eternal glory. 

19. That the Holy Spirit, by his special and creative influence, 
renews the hearts of all the elect, and causes them, in the present 
life, to accept the salvation of the gospel. 

Li. ‘That the foundation of the elect’s forgiveness and salvation 
from endless punishment, is the atonement of Christ, in which they 
become interested by true faith alone; yet God will reward them 
for all their holy services. 

12. - That God promises to preserve all who have been renewed 
in the temper of their mind, from final apostasy, and to conduct 
them, through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, 
into the kingdom of glory. 

13. That all who are not given to Christ, in the Covenant of 
redemption, will, under a positive divine influence, persist in sin, 
and be formed by their impenitence and unbelief, into vessels of 
wrath, and fitted for endless perdition, to which they were ap- 
pointed. - 

14. Thatnone but the cordial friends of Christ ought to partake 
of the Lord’s supper ; and that every Church ought to require a pro- 
fession of holy love to the Lord Jesus Christ, of all whom they ad- 
mit to their communion. 

15. That adult believers who have not been baptized, and the 
children of professing believers, are the proper subjects of bap- 
tism. 

16. That no slave-holder, lottery-dealer, any species of gambler, 
Freemason, nor any person who uses or traffics in intoxicating 
drinks, ought to be received as a Christian minister, or to the com- 
munion of the Churches. 

17. That all the great doctrines and duties of the gospel ought 
to be plainly, fully and faithfully preached, by every person who 
sustains the office of a Christian minister. 

18. That God has appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by Jesus Christ, who will then receive the 
righteous to endless happiness, and sentence the wicked to endless 

unishment. 

IV. The Board shall meet annually in the city of New-York, 
on the day of at o’clock ; when they 
shall elect, by ballot, without a committee of nomination, a President, 
Vice-President, and a Pradential Committee of their own number; 
also a Recording Secretary, and a Corresponding Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and an Auditor, either of their own number, or of oth- 
er persons, at their discretion. But no person shall act in either of 
these capacities who has not subscribed to the Constitution and ar- 
ticles of Faith. 
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Five members of the Board shall constitute a quorum, a majority 
of whom shall be competent to the transaction of ordinary business. 

The President shall call special meetings at the request of the 
Prudential Committee, or of any other three members of the 
Board. 

V. The Prudential Committeé, under the direction of the Board, 
shall have power to transact any business necessary to promote the 
objects of the institution; and shall, in writing, report their doings 
to each annual! meeting. 

VI. The Auditor by himself, or with such others as may be 
joined with him, shall annually audit the ‘l'reasurer’s accounts, and 
make report to the annual meeting of the Board. 

VIL. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of the 
property entrusted to the Board; to receive all donations; and to 
answer the orders of the Prudential Committee but ; no perma- 
nent fund shall ever be established by the Board. 

VIII. A Report of the transactions of this Board shall be an- 
nually submitted to all the Churches represented ; and every Church 
entitled to a representation in the Board, shall also be entitled to 
receive copies of all their publications. 

IX. Every Missionary employed by this Board, shall subscribe 
the foregoing articles of Faith; shall be subject to a thorough ex- 
amination by the Prudential Committee, from whom he shall re- 
ceive necessary and proper instruction; and shall transmit to the 
Corresponding Secretary, as often asthe Prudential Committee may 
require, a statement of his labors, prospects of usefulness, and the 
general subjects upon which he has preached; and the Corres- 
ponding Secretary shall present the same to the Board. q 

X. No monies, raised by this Board, shall be expended for the 
support of agencies or officers. 

XI. This Constitution shall be subject to any additions or 
amendments, which experience may prove necessary by the Board 
at an annual meeting; provided the additions or amendments be 
proposed, in writing, to the Board at the preceding meeting ; and 
provided, also, that no article in the Confession of Faith shall ever 
be altered or expunged. 


REMARKS. 


Ir will be readily seen, that the foregoing plan of benevolent 
operation, promises several advantages over any which have hith- 
erto been devised. 

1. If erry A into effect, it will bring the friends of sound doc- 
trine to act in Concert, and unite their resources for doing good. 

2. It will bring the Churches into action, and place the great 
work of benevolent enterprise in their hands, where it ought to 
have been begun, and by whom it must yet be carried on, before 
the pure light of the gospel can pervade the earth. 

3. It places the “ Lord’s Treasury” within, instead of without 
the Church; and gives the Churches, as in primitive eee, the 
control of their own resources. 
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4. It allows the Churches, by their Pastors and Delegates, the 
privilege of electing those, for whose support they contribute, in 
the work of spreading the gospel; and holds their Missionaries, as 
well as Pastors, respousiblesto the Churches, rather than to self-con- 
stituted bodies, which have no connection with the Churches. 

5. The plan proposed, secures a vast saving of expense, and en- 
forces strict Christian economy, in proseeuting a work, of such vast 
importance to the Church and to the world. It saves the time and 
lavor of continually organizing new, local Societies; because, ac- 
cording to the plan proposed, every Church, thus engaged, is a So- 
ciety already constituted for the objects therein specified. It gives 
settled Pastors opportunity, and recognises their duty to declare ‘all 
the counsel of God,” without the expense and necessity of travel- 
ling agents, to “declare” a part of it. Lay members of Churches, 
also, have the best opportunities to collect funds; and those funds 
can, without expense, be forwarded to the Treasurer, by the Pastors 
and Delegates. 

Many other advantages resulting from the foregoing scheme might 
be easily suggested; but the writer of these remarks deems the 
above sufficient. It is earnestly desired, that those Churches, to 
whom this Circular may come, will take the subject into serious 
and prayerful consideration; and, if they approve of the scheme 
and objects proposed, will not fail to unite, by their Pastors and 
Delegates, at the time specified, for the organization of the con- 
templated Board. 


(> It will be desirable, perhaps, for the Pastors and Delegates 
to arrive in the city of Providence, in the fore part of the day 
which has been designated. The hour of meeting, as well as the 
place, will, before that time, be determined, and notice left at the 
Book Store already mentioned. 














From the Utica Christian Repository. 
LETTER OF DAVID BRAINERD. 


To his brother John, at Bethel, the town of Christian Indians, in 
New Jersey; written at Boston, when he was there on the brink 
of the grave, in the summer before his death, 1747. 

Dear Brorner, 

I am now just on the verge of eternity, expecting very speedily 
to appear in the unseen world. I feel myself no gre an inhabi- 
tant of earth, and sometimes earnestly long to “ depart and be 
with Christ.” I bless God, he has for some years given me an abid- 
ing conviction, that it is impossible for any rational creature to en- 
joy true happiness, without being entirely devoted to him. Under 
the influence of this conviction I- have in some measure acted. 
Oh that I had done more so. I saw both the exellency and neces- 
sity of Aoliness-in life; but never in such a manner as now, when 
I am just brought from the sides of the grave. O my brother, pur- 
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sue after holiness; press towards this blessed mark; and let your 
thirsty soul continually say, ‘TP shall never be satisfied till T awake 
in thy likeness.” = Although there has been a great deal of selfish- 
ness in my views; of which IT am ashamed, and for which my soul 
is humbled at every view; yet, blessed be God, I find I have really 
had, for the most part, such a concern for his glory, and the ad- 
vancement of his kingdom in the world, that it is a satisfaction to 
me to reflect upon these vears. 

And now, my dear brother, as I must press you to pursue after 
personal holiness, to be as much in fast ng and prayer as your health 
will allow, and to live above the rate of com noa Christians; so [ 
must intreat you solemnly to attend to your public work ; labor to 
distinguish between true and false religion; and to that end, watch 
the motions of God's Spirit upon your own heart. Look to him for 
help and impartially compare your experiences with his word. Read 
Mr. Edwards on the Affections, where the essence and soul of 
religion is clearly distinguished from false affections. Value re- 
ligious joys according tothe subject matter of them: there are many 
who rejoice in their supposed justification ; but what do these joys 
argue, but only that they love themselves? Whereas, in true spirit- 
ual joys, the soul rejoices in God, for what he is in himself; blesses 
God for his holiness, sovereignty, power, faithfulness and all his per- 
fections; adores God, that he is what he is, that he 1s unchangea- 
bly possessed of infinite glory aud happiness. Now, when men thus 
rejoice in the perfections of God, and in the infinite excellency of 
the way of salvation by Christ, and in the holy commands of God, 
which are a transcript of his holy nature; these joys are divine and 
spiritual. Our joys will stand by us at the hour of death, if we can 
be then satisfied, that we have thus acted above se/f'; and in a disin- 
terested manner, if I may so express it, rejoiced in the glory of the 
blessed God. 

I fear you are not sufficiently aware how much false religion there 
is in the world ; many serious Christians and valuable ministers are 
too easily imposed upon by this false b/aze. I likewise fear, you are 
not sensi le of the dreadful effects and consequences of thir false 
religion. Let me tell you, it is the devil transformed into an angel 
of light; it is a fiend of hell, that always springs up with every ree 
vival of religion, and stabs and murders the cause of God, while it 
passes current with multitudes of well meaning people for the height 
of religion, 

Set yourself, my brother, to crush all appearances of this nature, 
among the Indians, and never encourage any degrees of heat with- 
out light. Charge my people, in the name of their dying minister, 
yea, in the name of [lim who was dead and is alive, to live and 
walk as becomes the gospel. Tell them, tow great the expectations 
of God anJ his people are from them, and how awfully they will 
wound God’s cause, if they fall into vice; as well as fatally prej- 
udice other poor Indians. Always insist, that their experiences 
are rotten, that their joys are delusive, although they may have been 
rapt up into the third heavens in their own conceit by them, un- 
less the main tenor of their lives be spiritual, watchful, and holy. 


33 
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In pressing these things, “thou shalt both save thyself and those 
that hear thee.” 

-God knows, I was heartily willing to have served him longer in the 
work of the ministry, although it had still been attended with all 
the labors and hardships of past years, if he had seen fit that it 
should be so: but as his will now appears otherwise, I am fully 
content, and can with the utmost freedom say, ‘ The will of the 
Lord be done.” It affects me, to think of leaving you in a 
world of sin; my heart pities you, that those storms and tempests 
are yet before you, from which I trust, through grace, I am almost 
delivered. But “ God lives, and blessed be my Rock ;’”’ he is the 
same Almighty Friend ; and will, I trust, be your guide and helper, 
as he has been mine. 

And now, my dear brother, “I commend you to God and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and give you 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified. May you enjoy the 
divine presence, both in private and public; and may ‘‘the arms 
of your hands be made strong, by the right hand of the mighty God 
of Jacob!’? Which are the passionate desires and prayers of 

Your affectionate dying brother, Davip Brainerp. 








For the New-England Telegraph. 

Mr. Tracaer,—I copy the following, from the Theological Magazine of 
October, November and December, for 1797; and I think it worth preserv- 
ing: if you think the same you will give it a place in your Magazine. 

J. W. 
A DISSERTATION ON THE PERSON AND CHARACTER 
OF MELCHISEDEC. 

Tue account of this very remarkable person given by Moses, 
is so concise, and the comment upon it by the apostle Paul, so 
obscure and seemingly enigmatical, that the subject has been 
generally given up as too difficult to be investigated. By some 
the matter has been considered, as merely speculative, and that 
any inquiry about the person of Melchisedec was not only useless 
but culpable, as capable of affording no instruction. Others have 
edeavored to find out the mystery, and have published their opin- 
ions to the world concerning kim. The principal of these are, that 
Melchisedec was a prince in the country where Abraham sojourn- 
ed,—in the land of Canaan, and that he founded Jerusalem; that 
he was Shem, the son of Noah; and, lastly, that he was the Son 
of God himself. 

All these opinions, however, seem to involve insuperable difficul- 
ties. If Melchisedec was a Canaanitish prince, it seems very sur- 
prising how he came not only to preserve his belief in the true 
religion, when the world was sunk in idolatry; but how he should 
be a priest superior to Abraham, whom God had expressly called 
and chosen to be the father of the faithful. It is impossible that 
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he conld be Shem, the son of Noah, because we are told that he 
was without father or mother, without descent, &c.—expressions 
which never can be applied to Shem, whose descent is plainly re- 
corded in scripture. The last opinion, that he was the Son of 
God himself, seems totally absurd and inconsistent with common 
sense. We are told, that Melchisedec was made ke unto the Son 
of God; but how are we to say that the Son of God was made like 
unto himself, or that when he is called a priest after the order of 
Melchisedic, it means, that he was a priest afier his own order. 

From a consideration of these and other circumstances rela- 
tive to Melchisedec, it is evident that all these opinions must fall 
to the ground; but it doth not from thence follow, that it is impos- 
sible to come to a certainty on the subject. On the contrary, the 
erro’ of others, points out to us the means of arriving at the truth. 
They have erred by first conjecturing such and such persons to 
have been Melchisedec, and then attempted to force the character 
to apply to them; it becomes us, theretore, to find out the person 
by means of the character. Thus it was that the Jews erred with 
respect to our Savior, and thus he himself desired those who inquired 
concerning him to find him out. ‘The Jews laid it down as a max- 
im, that the Mesiah was to be a temporal prince of great and mirac- 
ulous power, who was to deliver their nation from the yoke of the 
Romans, or other foreign nations, and of consequence set at nought 
the meek and lowly Jesus, who came to deliver them from a worse 
tyranny than that of the Romans. But when John the Baptist sent 
his disciples to Jesus himself, inquiring, whether he was the Christ 
or not, he desired them to tell John, that the lepers were cleansed, 
the dumb spake, the maimed were made whole, and the dead raised 
to life. Thus he referred them to the character of the Mesiah 
mentioned by the prophet Isaiah, where all these miraculous events 
are predicted. Thus, therefore, we are to seek for the person call- 
ed Melchisedec. First, let us consider carefully every article of 
that character, and then let us see whether it can apply to any of 
the human race, or not. Neither let us suppose this to be a vain 
speculation ; for Paul desires us to consider how great Melchisedec 
was; but how are we to know whether he was great, or small, if 
we do not certainly know who he was?’ With regard then to his 
character, 

1. He was priest of the Most High God. 

2. He was superior to Abraham. 

3. His priesthood, like that of the Son of God, hath no end. 

4. Like him he was without descent; he came into the world 
by the miraculous power of God; and none on earth could claim 
kindred to him. 

5. Like the Son of God, also, he was a king, and his titles were 
the King of Righteousness and King of Peace. Thus, in the per- 
son of Melchisedec and of Christ were these two seemingly irrec- 
oncilable attributes of the Deity united, viz. justice and mercy, or 
peace to mankind; as it is said in the Psalms, ‘‘ Righteousness 
and peace have kissed each cther;” and in the New Testament, 
‘glory to God inthe highest; and on earth, peace, good will to- 
wards Men.” 
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From tie sligutest consideration of these particulars, it is easy 
to see that Melchisedec must have been superior to any other hu- 
min creature. ‘The Jews were superior to all the nations of the 

earth, as being the chosen people of God. A raham, the founder 

of the nation, was greater than any of them; and ’ Melchisedee 
was greater than Abraham. In the days of Abraham, Melchise- 
dec. was a priest, and Abraham paid him tithes as As priest ; whence 
it is evident, that he offered a sacrifice for Abraham. As he was 
a priest in the days of Abraham so was he in the days of the apos- 
tle Paul: for the latter tells us, that, ‘‘ Being made like unto the 
Son of God, he a>ideth a priest continually.” He must, therefore, 
have offered a sacrifice tor the apostle Paul, as wellas Abraham, and, 
of consequence, for us, as well as the rest. Again, as none of the 
human race was his father or mother, it follows that he must bave 
been before them all; and, th refore, none could know his de- 
scent, or count his generation, as is said of Christ, ‘‘ who can count 
his generation, for his life was taken away,” &c. He must there- 
fore have been one of the fathers of the human race; and as there 
were only two of these, viz. Adium and Noah, we are very sure 
that Melchisedec and Noah were the same person. 

Let us now see how the things spoken of Melchisedec are ap- 
plica':le to Noah and no other person. That Noah had no an- 
cestor in the new world is evident, because only his own family 
came along with him in the ark. ‘That he was greater than Abra- 
ham is likewise evident, because he was his ancestor, and the pre- 
server of the whole human race. But the most remarkable part of 
his character was his priesthood. In this he truly resembled 
the Son of Gol, for both ofered a sacrifice for the whole world; 
and, it is in consequence of the sacrifice of Noah, that the earth 
is no more to be destroyed by a deluge, and the parallel between 
the efficacy of Noah's sacrifice, and that of Christ, is very strong- 
ly drawn by the prophet Isaiah, chap. 54, where the Lord says, 
“ For this is as the waters of Noah, unto me; for as I hive sworn 
that the waters of Noah should no more cover the earth, so have 
I sworn that | would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.” 
It appears, therefore, that in all respects Noah was an exact rep- 
resentation of our Savior. He was the father of all the human 
race. He was Lord of the whole earth. He came into the new 
world by thie miraculous power of God. By the work of his hands, 
(that is, by his constructing the ark,) he saved all mankind from 
death; and, lastly, he offered up a sacrifice for the whole world, 
in virtue of which, the earth was no more to be destroyed in the 
minner it was before. ‘Thus, while the divine justice overwhelm- 
ed the whole earth with destruction, his mercy saved Noah and 
his family ; the very means of the one, being the salvation of the 
other; and thus Noah, in a natural way is, to all the world, what 
Jesus Christ is in the spiritual way, viz. the person in whom the 
divine justice and mercy united to give life to man; and hence 
his titles of King of Righteousness, and King of Peace. 

The par .llel between Noah and our Savior, is so exceedingly 
evident, that | am convinced it must strike every one who consid- 





1835.] AND CHARACTER OF MELCHISEDEC. 279 





ers it seriously. 1) shl therefore only quote a passage from 
Ezek. chap. 14, in order to show the very high rank in which 
Noah stands in the sacred writings. It is as fullows: “ The word 
of the Lord came again unto me, siyins, Son of Man, when the 
land sinneth against me by tresspassing grievously, then will I 
stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of bread 
thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and 
beast from it: though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, 
were in it, they shall deliver but their own souls by their right- 
eousness, saith the Lord. If I cause noisome beasts to pass 
through the land, aud they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no 
man may pass through, because of the beasts; though these three 
men were in it,as I live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver 
neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the 
land shall be desolate. Or, if L bring a sword upon the land, and 
say, ‘ sword, go through the land; so that I cut off men and beast 
from it;’ thongh these three men were in ut; as I live, saith the 
Lord God, they shall deliver neither sons vor daughters, but they 
only shall be delivered themselves. Or, if | send a pestilence into 
that land, and pour my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man 
and beast; though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, 
saith the Lord God, they shall del.ver neither sons nor daughters; 
they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.” 
From this awful and solemn declaration, in which the three men, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, are four times selected from all the human 
race, it must be evident, that, some way or other, they were supe- 
rior to all others; and Noah’s name being constantly put first, 
evidently marks him out as the greatest of the three. Now, all 
the three were intercessors with God, in behalf of others. Daniel 
made intercession for the restoration of the Jews to their own 
country, and was answered by an angel from heaven. Job inter- 
ceded for his children, and for his friends; but Daniel's interces- 
sion for a whole people being much greater than that of Job for a 
few individuals, his name is put before Job, though the latter was 
far more ancient than Daniel. Both of them, however, were far 
inferior to Noah, who made intercession for the whole world, and 
therefore his name always stands first. Had any other person of 
the name of Melchisedec, and superior to Noah, hid an existence, 
there can be no doubt that he would have been mentioned in this 
passage; but as he is not, we have no reason to suppose that any 
such person ever did exist; but, on the contrary that Noah and 
Melchisedec were the same. 

I must now proceed to answer the objections to this doctrine, 
which naturally arise from its supposed inconsistency of the scrip- 
ture chronolozy. I say, supposed inc msistency; for there is not 
any real inconsistency with it, except in one place, where that 
chronology is evident!y inconsistent with itself, and some error has 
certainly crept in. ‘This chronology then stands thus: 

From the flood to Arphaxad, = - - - - 2 years, 

Arphaxad, to Sajah, - - - - 335 * 
Salah, to Eber, - - - - 30 “ 
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Eber, to Peleg, - 34 
Peleg, to Reu, - 30 
Reu, to Serug, - 32 
Serug, to Nahor, - 30 
Nahor, to Terah, Abraham’ s faaher 29 
Total, 233. 

Thus far we have a regular series of years, which cannot be 
mistaken ; but we cannot in this manner proceed any farther. We 
are next told, that Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran. It is not a thing impossible that Terah’s wife 
might have had three children at a birth; but we know that such 
occurrences are rare, and we have not the least reason to suppose that 
they did happen, unless we are expresssly toldso. If, then, Abram 
was the eldest of the three, we can conclude nothing concerning 
the age of Terah when he was born, from his being seventy years 
old when Haran was born. Let us therefore consider the age of 
Absoham himself when he met with Melchisedec; add this to the 
222 years already calculated to the birth of Terah; deduct the sum 
from 350, the number of years that Noah lived after the flood, and 
see, wheiher this allows Terah to have hada reasonable time to come 
to man’s estate, and to be the father of children. Abraham then 
was 75 years old when he left his own country. After journeying into 
various places, he overthrew the kings, and was met by Melchise- 
dec; but we are not told how old he was when this happened. Af- 
ter meeting with Melchisedec, he had several visions of God, mar- 
ried Hagar, and hada son by her; and when this son was born, 
Abram was 86 years of age. All this must have taken up some 
time ; but let us make the most unfavorable supposition possible, and 
we shall see, that Terah might have been married, and had children 
in a consistency with some of these children seeing Noah. We 
shall suppose then, that Abram was 85 years old when he met Mel- 
chisedec. Add &5 to 222, the number of years which elapsed from 
the flood to the birth of Terah, and the sum is 307. Deduct this 
from 350, the number of years that Noah lived after the flood, and 
we heve 43 years for the age of ‘Terah when Abram was born. 
Thus we see, that hithertothere is not the least contradiction to the 
chronology in supposing, that Noah was living when Abram defeat- 
ed the kings. On the contrary, we may by supposing ‘Terah to have 
been only 30 when Abram was born, and the latter 80, reasonably 
enough believe, that Noah lived 18 years after he met Abraham re- 
turning from the slaughter of the kings. Indeed, if we are deter- 
mined, at all events, to maintain, that Terah was 70 years old when 
Abram was born, Noah must have been dead before Abraham left 
Haran; but this we cannot suppose, unless we also say, that his 
Mother bore three at a birth; a very improbable supposition, to 
which we have no right to recur without positive authority. The 
strong similarity, or rather identity of the characters of Noah and 
Melchisedec, hath, for many years, determined my belief on the sub- 
ject. Indeed, I never heard any o! jection to the opinion, excepting 
one, and it wasthis objection which caused me to attend to the error 
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in chronvlogy above mentioned. The objection is, that Stephen, in 
the seventh chapter of Acts, tells us, that ‘Terah was dead before 
Abraham left Haran ; but as Terah lived 205 years, Noah must have 
been dead long before the battle of the kings. To this I answer, 
that, upon this supposition, it must have been so; but it is impossi- 
ble that Terah could have lived so long, in a consistency with the 
other parts of the history. If Terah was seventy years old when 
Abram was born, and we cannot make him older, even on the ex- 
travagant supposition, that three were born at once, he must have 
lived 135 years after, to make up the 205, and consequently, Abra- 
ham must have been 60 years older than we are told he was when 
he lefi the land of Haran. An error there must be somewhere, 
and it is neither incredible nor inconsistent with a belief of the di- 
vine authority of the sacred writings to suppose, that am error in a 
number might take place, either through a wrong translation, or a 
carelessness of a translator. I am inclined to think, that it should 
be ouly one hundred and five, instead of two hundred and five; in 
which case Terah must have been thirty years old when Abram was 
born, and then it is natural enough to suppose the latter would leave 
Haran the same year his father died, in the 75th year of his own age; 
but for this I have no authority. Every one may suppose what he 
pleases in this way, but still the character remains the same; and 
there is not, nay, we are sure there would not be another of the hu- 
man race to whom the things spoken of Melchisedec could, with any 


propriety, be applied, but to Noah himself. 








For the New-England Telegraph. 
DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION. 


Mr. Tuacner,—I hope your readers have not wholly forgotten 
a communication, which was published in your second number, on 
acceptance with God. In the fourth namber, there was another 
communication on the same general subject, which was entitled 
The great question. I have been so situated, that I have not been 
able to pursue the subject, as its nature and importance demand. 
It is certain, that the doctrine of justification and acceptance with 
God, as they have been stated and explained in Protestant confes- 
sions and by such authors, as have been accounted orthodox, can- 
not be supported by scripture, nor byreason. It is no less certain, 
in my judgment, that the sentiments of Dr. Emmons on this sub- 
ject, are scriptural and rational ; and that the importance and value 
of his instructions on this subject, as well as on the other great 
doctrines and duties of the gospel, are constantly becoming of more 
apparent and real interest, on account of the controversies and dis- 
cussions, the divisions and contentions, that are now spreading 
throughout our country. While | am confident, that the orthodox 
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ments of Dr. Emmons, or to renounce the whole system of divine 
truth, | am no less afraid that the anti-‘T’rin tarians will be obliged 
to meet the truth, as it is in its purity and power; and be wholly 
unable to maintain and defend themselves aguin-t the gospel, on 
account of the support and strength, which they have so long de- 
rived from the ignorance and error, the weakness and nonsense of 
such teachers and professors, as have pretended to be orthodox, 
while they have been neither thorough, nor consi-tent, neither ra- 
tioval, nor scriptural in their religious sentiments. ~ ‘The doctrines 
of justification and sanctification are of peculiar and primary im- 
portance to every human being. For they lie at the very founda- 
tion of our duty and salvition. [Ignorance and error on these sub- 
jects open the way, on all sides, for a depirture from the whole 
gospel. The anti-Trinitarians, because God approves, accepts and 
rewards the holy affections and actions of tie righteous, who are, 
among mankind, penient bel evers, attempt to maintain that there 
is no necessity for the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in order to lay a foundation for the forgiveness of sinners and their 
salvation from the present wrath of God and trom endless punish- 
ment. Thus they oppose and reject the law of God and the gospel 
of his grace. Yet in some instances tvey have a zeal for God, but 
not according to knowledge. On the other hand, a large number 
of evanzelical professors, who maintain, in so ne form, the doctrines 
of the gospel rather fron tradtion and e lacation than their own 
discernment and exper.euce, grossly a use and pervert these doc- 
trines ; and they do not admit the purity and peréection of the ho- 
ly affections and actions, which God causes and maintains in his 
children by the special inflrences of the Holy Spirit. They, there- 
fore, deny the true doctrine of sinctification and the consequent 
acceptance and reward, which his people receive from God. It is 
high time for all persons to reject ihe opinions and notions and 
fancies of mere zealots, partizans and sectarians and to discern and 
receive the pure and sound doctrines of divine truth, in the spirit 
of genuine orthodoxy and liberality, independence and impartiality. 
For the present [ am o>lized and disposed to subscribe myself, in 
the face and eyes of all parties and almost all persons, as I have 


before done, ANTIPAS., 











For the New-England Telegraph. 
A REQUEST. 

Mr. Tuacrer,—Will you or some of your correspondents give 
an exposition of Rom. vii. 23, “ But I see a law in my members 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members.” 

I wish the exposition would point out what constitutes law; what 
constitutes the law of the mind; how extensive the law of the mind 
is; wherein the law of mind differs from the law of the members; 
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and how the members become successful in their war against the 
mind, so as to constitute sin. 

It becomes every citizen, when a law is enacted, to know what 
things are embraced by that law, and how he must conduct to avoid 
violation. ‘The laws of the mind are more important to be known 
and understood, than civil or physical laws; because they embrace 
man in relations more important than his civil relations. ‘The laws 
of mind connect men with the government of God, and the obey- 
ing or disobeying of these laws affect his condition here and here- 
after. A scientific exposition of this passage must, I apprehend, 
shed light on many religious subjects, and be profitable to the pro- 
motion of self-knowledge. J. 











For the New-England Telegragh. 
ALCOHOL IN MEDICINE.—PRIZE ESSAYS. 


Mer. THacner,—Allow me to ask the attention of your readers 
to the invaluable Temperance Prize Essays, by Drs. Musscy and 
Lindsly, which have recently issued from the press of D. Green, 
Washington City.—It will be recollected that a Premium of €300 
was offered, two or three years ago, for the best Essay on the med- 
icsl use of ardent Spirits. Among the Adjudicators to examine the 
Essays were Dr. Sewall of Washington City, Dr. Warren of Boston, 
Prof. Silliman of Yale College, and several others.—It appears that 
two of the manuscripts were adjudged worthy of approval, and they 
were found to be the production of R. D. Mussey, M. D , Professor in 
Dartmouth College, N. H., and Harvey Linpsxy, M. D., of Washe 
ington City.—They are both published in one neat 18mo volume of 
nearly 20U pages, and constitute one of the most important and in- 
teresting works the Temperance Reformation has yet produced. 
They contain a condensed and comprehensive history of wine and 
ardent spirits, from the earliest times, their chemical properties, and 
effects on the human system, both in health and disease, their first 
introduction into medical use, the pernicious consequences that have 
followed, and the sate means of laying them aside, not only as bev- 
erages, but as medicines. Both writers agree that there is no ne- 
cessity, but much danger in their medical use, and no candid and 
intelligent person, it appears to me, can read them attentively with- 
out a thorough Conviction of the truth and importance of their 
positions.—If alcohol still continues to be used as a medicine, it 
will not be because mankind have not been faithfully warned of the 
danger, and shown the way of escape. No Temperance man, no 
physician, and no family should be unsupplied with this little volume, 
without which all our previous temperance efforts would have prov- 
ed unavailing. Such at least is the deliberate and settled opinion 
of one who has for several years felt the necessity of such a work 
as is now furnished. W. G. 
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For the New-Engiand Telegraph. 


QUESTIONS. 


Hanson Aug. 10, 1835° 

Mr. Tuacuner,—Sir, Dr. Emmons, in a Sermon of his, published 
in the June Number of the Telegraph, says, “‘ A uew heart consists 
in gracious exercises themselves ;” and shortly after, in the same 
Sermon, adds, “ ‘There can be uo moral good or moral evil in any 
thing belonging to the mind, which has no perception and activity.” 
Again he states, that “they (the renewed persons) find in regene- 
ration no alteration in their intellectual powers.” 

Now after reading what the Dr. says about the heart, I am at a 
loss to know what he means. I wish for information. Does he mean, 
that the heart has no faculties distinct from exercises? or does he 
mean that the exercises of the heart are predicated upon certain 
“intellectual powers?’ If so, how many and what intellectual 

wers constitute the heart, of which exercises are an emanation? 
ir the Dr. makes a distinction between intellectual powers, which 
he says are not altered in regeneration and exercises; how does he 
illustrate and prove the distinction ; and how are exercises predica- 
ted upon “ intellectual powers?” 

[I wish for something more explicit about the heart, than what I 
have met with from his pen as yet; and as you are an “ exercise 
man,” I wish you to give me in the columns of the Telegraph, if 
you think it expedient, information on the point of my interro- 
gation. a. P. 








MELCHISEDEC. 


To gratify a correspondent, I have inserted an article on the character of 
this illustrious personage spoken of in the Scriptures; and who the writer 
attempts to prove was Noah. The article is ingenious and plausible, and must 
have cost the writer no inconsiderable labor ; but there are, to my mind, in- 
superable objections against the position which he assumes. I cannot con- 
ceive that the apostle Paul, or whoever wrote the epistle to the Hebrews, 
who was inspired by the Holy Spirit, who was familiar with the Old Testa- 
ment chronology, and who well knew the genealogy of Noah, his parentage, 
birth and death, would still assert, that he was “ without father, without 
mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of years.” 
I consider it much more probable, that the Melchisedec spoken of, was Christ 
himself, who mysteriously appeared to Abraham, under the title assumed ; 
in order to prefigure to the ‘father of the faithful,’ the incarnation and 
priesthood which were to be fulfilled in him at the appointed time. 

I have not time at the present, however, either to discuss the main question 
or to answer objections ; and I shall therefore defer the subject either to abler 
hands, or till I have more leisure than at present to do it justice. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL BOARD. 


Tut attention of the friends of truth is earnestly invited to the “‘ Propo- 
sition to the Churches,’ which will be found in this number, and which pre- 
sents a plan for the formation of an ‘“ Eccles:astical Board.’’ The objects to 
be sought by such a measure, are set forth in the plan itself, and are such 
as must commend themselves to the conscience of every sincere friend to 
‘sound doctrine.’’ That such a Board is needed, and, if formed, may tend 
greatly to facilitate the advancement of truth, will not be disputed by those 
who have the truth at heart, and have given due attention to the signs of the 
times. Indeed, numbers who are sound in the faith, in different parts of the 
country, have been long solicitous for the adoption of a measure similar to 
the one proposed ; and some, who have the means, stand ready to contribute 
liberally for the objects suggested, provided such a plan be carried into exe- 
cution. 

It is easy to perceive, too, that unless the friends of evangelical truth are 
willing to throw aside the doctrine of expediency, yield their desires of pop- 
ular favor, and come into united action as good soldiers of the cross of 
Christ ; there can be little hope of saving any thing valuable from the gen- 
eral wreck of jarring principles and opposing denominations, which must 
unquestionably be witnessed in these last days. 

It is true, that the genuine and tried friends of ‘ sound doctrine’ do not 
command the wealth of this world. They are generally poor. This, howev- 
er, is no serious. obstacle, but should be a strong inducement for them to 
unite and go forward. The Apostles were pour; and almost every thing 
valuable, by way of reform, which has been done in the moral world, has 
been done by those who were comparatively poor. ‘‘ Hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world, rich in faith?’’ Even our blessed Savior ‘had not 
where to lay his head.’ It is ‘ sufficient,’ in this respect, if need be, ‘ for the 
disciple to be as his Master, and the servant as his Lord.’ Gideon went 
forth against the hosts of Midian, with his ‘ pitcher and his lamp ;’—and 
what have the friends of Christ to fear, while, with their pitchers they may 
draw water from ‘the wells of salvation,’ and they hold steadily the ‘lamp of 
truth,’ to light them in the path of duty ?—The path of duty is always the 
path of safety ; and God has been pleased to bring about the greatest and 
most important events by the feeblest and most insignificant means ; lest the 
proud should taunt, and say, ‘4h! ye have done all this by our wealth and 
by our wisdom, and by our strength!’ If the walls of Jericho are to lie 
prostrate, they are to fall at the blowing of “ rams’ horns.” 

Let the friends of truth, then, come up to this work with a holy fortitude, 
and an humble reliance, not upon the wisdom, strength, and wealth of this 
world, but upon the all-sufficiency of Divine grace and Divine aid. What 
then, if there are many mockers, who are disposed to say, ‘ What do these 
feeble Jews?—and even that which they build, if a fox go up, he will 
break down their stone wall!’—there is nothing to apprehend from mere 
scorn, but God is able to turn their reproach into the waters of consolation. 

The work proposed is one, which ought to be done by the churches, and 
which the churches ought to have done long since. Now they are called up- 
on; and let them not shrink. How desirable it is, that the churches be im- 
bued with the spirit of apostolic times! Then, every church was a kind of 
Missionary Society; went forward in their Master’s work ; and did not wait 
to receive the countenance and co-operation of the world. If the men of the 
world are generally enlisted in such a work, and are urged forward to take 
the lead in the benevolent operations of the day ; there can be no reason to 
complain if they are disposed to propagate a worldly religion. This, indeed, 
is what should naturally be expected. It is for those who love the truth to 
defend and propagate it. They cannot expect that those who are hostile, will 
be disposed to lend them aid. It is equally futile to calculate upon aid from 
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those who will not move, except in a popular current. Those will do noth- 
ing efficient for th» honor of the ‘cross of C arist,”’ who are anwiliing to ‘go 
fortia to hun without the camp, bearing his reproach. The penuriously av- 
aricious will give n» countenance to this work ; lest peradventure, that char- 
ity, which “ never faileth,’”’ and “ seeketh not her own, ’ should lay a ruthless 
hand upon their darling idols of silver and gold. Itis for the steadfast, con- 
scientious, and self-denying lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, to defend 
and disseminate the doctrines of his religion. If there are not sach men to 
be found in the Churches, where shall we look for them? Let the contein- 
plated Bird be orginized; and they will unioubtedly come forward to the 
work. Then a channel of com:nanication and religious charity will be 
opened to all the friends of tne Gosret, throughout the country. That 
such a Board'will be organized, Deo volente, at the appointed time, need not 
now be questioned even by the most incredul:us. A Hall has already been 
engaged for that purpose, and a su‘Ticient number of Delegates from different 
Caurches have already been chosen to secure the object. 








From te Missionary Herald. 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
Constantinople. 
EXTRACTS FKOM A LETTER OF MR. SCHAUFFLER, DATED JAN. 27, 1835. 


Method of Instructing and E evating the Jews. 


Tue Jews here have put their hokam bashi, or chief rabbi, out of office, 
and have installed in these days another, a young man who has just now re- 
ceived a Nishan, or sign of honor, like the Greek and Armenian patriarchs. 
There is some talk about this young rabbi, as though he wou!d be more hu- 
mane aad forbearing with those who think on the coming of the Mesiah. 
But time will be the best teacher as to what changes his ad.ninistration will 
earry along with it. At all events, if they keep bending the bow as strong- 
ly as they nave done for some time since—aind they are obliged to do it—the 
bow will break. If a spirit of inquiry spring up, it will work its way through, 
no mitter what course they pursue, whether the one of Ga:naliel or the one 
of Caiiphas Still, if the most favorable appearances should come to the 
day, ual+ss a spirit strictly miriculous is poured upon this nition, we shall 
have to keep to the principle which | ever deemed the only one of true prom- 
ise in the case of the sunken people of Israel—i. e. to the principle of affect- 
ing and lifting out of the mire the whole mass of them. If we leave the 
nation in their degraded state, the few or the many inquiries who may from 
time to time visit us and desire admission to baptism, will be poor and low, 
and a continual trial to the missionaries, and an unceasing stumbling block of 
good benevolent people at home. But I hive another reason for considering 
efforts upon whole nations the only true missionary principle of our age; I 
mean the promises of God, which are all national. On this subject 1 hope 
to send you soon some thoughts for publication, if you shall think them proper 
to be printed. My mind has been much occupied with the idea of late. In 
its present undigested state it appe urs to my mind like a bonndless landscape, 
covered and veiled with the hovering morning dew. When the sun shall 
rise upon it, and the dew fall, it appears to me it must reflect the sun-beams 
from ten thousind thousand leaves ani blades and trees of an interminable 
region. But perhaps my-dreams deceive. Not unlikely the thing has long 
been familiar to your mind and appears only new to me. 
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Sandwich Islands. 


EXTRACTS FROM A REPORT OF THE STATION AT KAILUA, BY MESSRS. 
THURSTON AND BISHOP. 


Report for May 1834. 

Since we last wrote we have been permitted, through the mercies of our 
Heavenly Father, to pursue, without interruption from the ill health of our- 
selves or families, cur accustomed labors among the people; and we desire to 
feel our renewed obl:gations of devotedness to our Lord and Savior, and to 
show forth his praises from day to day. 

Preaching.—Since the first of January one of us has preached every third 
Sabbath at Kaawaloa. This arrangement was made in orderthat Mr Forkes 
might go eight er ten miles to an out-station to preach to the people, who 
very seldom attend at Kaawaloa, on account of the distance and the rough- 
ness of the way. With this exceptién, our two out-stations have been sup- 
plied as before. When we preach at that place, some of our most active and 
enlightened chuzch-members conduct religious worship at one of our out- 
stations. 

Besides these regular services there have been three protracted meetings 
held, two at Kaawaloa, and one at this place. The first of these meetings 
was at Kaawaloa, during which time there were a few individuals who be- 
came serious, and who have since given some evidence of piety. The sec- 
ond also was held there; and the third was held at Kailua. The result of 
this meeting we cannot at present speak of particularly. The meetings were 
well attended to the last, and the people were generally attentive, and some 
of them solemn. We are not able to state at present whether there have 
been any new instances of conviction or conversion, though we are not 
without hope that some such cases may have occurred. 

State of religious feeling —The general religious aspect of our congrega- 
tion at the present time, we think, is more promising than it has been for a 
number of years past; and our Sabbath school has increased considerably 
since the commencement of the year. The governor takes an active part, 
and hears a class of his people repeat their verses. Among his train is a 
foreigner, a Frenchman, who recites his verses to him, and commits them, 
both in French and Hawaiian, and attends meeting regularly on the Sabbath. 

The present state of feeling among the members of the church generally, 
we think, is of a more encouraging character than it has been heretofore. 
There is a greater degree of brotherly love, and more harmony among them 
as the fruits of it. There is also more circumspection. more Christian watch- 
fulness over each other, and more fervency in prayer, and they are more ac- 
tively engaged in promoting the interests of Christ’s kingdom, and more so- 
licitous for the salvation of souls. Two of the number who were suspended, 
have been received again to the ccmmunion and to the fellowship of the 
Church, on evidence of sincere perience. There are nine who still remain. 
And aj] but two are desirous to be received again, and some of them exhibit 
evidence of repentance, though not so decisive as we wish to see. 

Addition to the Church, etc.—On the first Sabbath of December last, twen- 
ty were baptized and admitted to the Church, nine males and eleven females, 
and thirteen stand propounded for adinission at our next communion season. 

Our meetings with the people continue the same as usual, with the addi- 
tion of a daily prayer-meeting, and a meeting in the afternoon of every Mon- 
day for the more serious part of the pecple, in which individuals are ques- 
tioned and remarks made suited to the state of thought and feeling there 
exhibited. This latter is substituted for the former practice of the people 
coming to our houses one or two days ina week to tell their thoughts, and 
is designed to save time ; we are persuaded also that it is equally beneficial 
tothe people. Our morning prayer-mce‘ing is well attended, and its beneficial 
effects are visible in the members of the church, and in the more serious 
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part of the people who live in this neighborhood. On the Sabbath morning 
as many as four hundred attend. 

Schools.—Our schools have not been in vigorous operation for two or 
three months past. It is a time of great scarcity of provisions in this part of 
the island, and since the rains have commenced, the people have been en- 
gaged in planting. The schools which we teach ourselves have been con- 
tinued, though with diminished numbers. Those who have attended regu- 
larly and given their minds to their studies, have made commendable im- 
provement, and exhibit evidence of being as able to make progress in read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, and geography, as any other people. The great 
obstacles in our schools are the want of competent teachers, the indisposi- 
tion both of children and adults to attend school, and the inactivity of their 
minds when they do attend. The first of these obstacles it is hoped will be 
overcome in the course of years, and when this is effected, the others will 
become less formidable as a matter of course ; for when the native assistants 
in our schools shall be able to teach understandingly, and in a manner to in- 
terest the feelings of their pupils, the indisposition to attend regularly will be 
diminished, and the inactivity of their minds will in a measure be done 


away. 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WESTERN FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Mortality of Missionaries.—Within the little circle of our own consecrated 
band, out of seven ordained ministers of the gospel, and eleven other assist- 
ants actually in the field, at our last annual meeting, three of the former and 
one of the latter, have closed in death their missionary career when just up- 
on its threshold; and five others, from the change thus produced, from 
impaired health, or other causes, have been withdrawn from the field of ac- 
tion; thus making the additional laborers actually sent into the field during 
the past year, to exceed only by three or four the number then reported. 

Norrs#ern Inpia.—One station and one missionary; one missionary and 
one female assistant having died during the year, and one female having re- 
turned. Two additional missionaries and their wives, and one female assist- 
ant are on their way to reinforce the mission. 

West Arrica.—One station at Liberia and one missionary ; two mission- 
aries and the wife of one havig died during the year, and one missionary 
having returned. 

Nort American [np1ans.—Weas, one missionary, and some assistants. 

Toways and Omahaws.—Two male and two female assistant missionaries. 

CanpipaTes For Missionary Service.—Besides two or three assistants, 
the committee have under their care, including one student of theology, six 
ordained ministers of the gospel and licentiates, devoted to the missionary 
work, and a number of others are known, who will become connected with 
the Board, as soon as their preparations shall have approached sufficiently 
near their anticipated entrance upon the work to make it expedient to form 
the connection. 

Receipts anv Exrenpitures.—The receipts of the year, including a bal- 
ance from the preceding year of $4,965, were $22,641: and the disburse- 
ments were $12,009. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE HOTTENTOTS OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


Tue legislative council of the colony of the Cape of Good Hope in refe- 
rence to the resolution of the House of Commons, adopted previously to its 
proceeding to pass the emancipation bill, enabling his majesty to defray any 
expense incurred “in providing, on liberal and comprehensive principles, for 
the religious and moral education of the negro population to be emancipated,” 
passed, among others, the following just and humane resolutions :+- 
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—‘ That we beg leave humbly, and earnestly also, to recommend to his 
majesty'’s benevolent care the state of the Hottentots and free people of color 
of every denomination: and that we cannot forbear to indulge the gratifying 
hope, that, by the gradual diffusion of the blessings of education and of moral 
and religious knowledge among them, they will be rendered not only useful 
members of the colonial community, but valuable subjects of the British 
empire. 

—‘ That it is, in our opinion, an imperative act of justice toward the 
Hottentots, to restore to them, in addition to the enjoyment of freedom and 
security of property, the means of subsistence on that land which has been 
emphatically designated “ as originally and exclusively their own;’’ while it 
is, at the same time, a measure of the soundest. policy toward the colored 
classes in general, to stimulate them to exertion, by giving them motives of 
industry, and to endeavor to elevate their character by encouraging and re- 
warding the industrious. 

—‘ That we earnestly recommend, that whatever lands now remain avail- 
able for this purpose throughout the colony, may, with as little delay as pos- 
sible, be granted in absolute possession to the Hottentots, and other free 
people of color, according to such rules as to the colonial government may 
appear necessary; reserving a sufficient portion of land for the use of a 
clergyman or teacher, and the erection of a church and school, wherever a 
number of the families of the free colored people are settled.” 
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OQ O-r-- 


DEATH-BED SCENE. 


It was a lovely summer’s afternoon, 

And on her couch the dying girl reposed, 

Her fading vision fastened on the scene 

Of earthly glory, which before her view, 
Displayed its beautiful magnificence — 

The vine-clad casement was upraised—and round 
The blossoms of the fragrant honey-suckle, 
Careered the gay and sportive humming-bird. 
Beyond, a noble lawn of vast extent, 

Whose grassy carpetting refreshed the eye, 
Here interspersed with clumps of forest trees, 
And there with rows of flowering shrubs begirt, 
Was spread before the vision. Farther on, 

A gentle stream meandered thrcugh the fields, 
Now as a tiny cascade dashing by, 

And now in sluggish silence moving on— 

And farther still, a lofty mountain reared 

Its summit to the skies, as though it were 

The mighty barrier of the universe. 
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An! over all the glorious sun dispersed 
His brilliant rays—tipping the mountain peaks 
And brauchiag trees with burnished crests of gold. 


She was a lovely creature.— 
Scarce fiiteen summers had she bloomed on earth, 
Yet brilliant was the promise of her youth 
In womanly and intellectual beauty.— 
Her face wis rad ant with the sigaet marks 
Of Heaven’s etherial purity—tor gentleness 
Aud love and hope were stamped upon each feature. 
Her bright blue eves, half closed, as if in sleep, 
Were fixed opon the landscep-—calmty tixed ;— 
And the fringed lashes drooped across the sight 
With magnifying power, vutl it seemed 
A field Elysian of trauseencdem brightness. — 
Her aching brow was smooth as ivory, 
And of a polished whiteness, save where run 
To curious net work the cernleau veins, 
Contrasting with the fair, transparent skin. — 
Her dark brown bair was parted on her forehead, 
And fell in ringlets on her snowy neck, 
When litted by the suminer breeze, they moved 
Tn ever varying beauty. 
Aud there upon her checks—how beautous else— 


Appeared the bright and burning spots of death: 


The fiery beacons which consumption stamps 
Upon her hopeless vietrms—beautiful, 

Bike to the conflagration of a city 

In the deep watches of the sileat night, 

Yet deadly and destructive. 


She was a lovely creature and beloved.— 

Her mother sat upon the weary couch 

Whereou the sufferer lay, and gently fanned 

Her burning cheek, while with a tearful eye 

And sorrowing heart, she marked the slow advance 
OF the stern monareh of the fearful tomb. 

Her father paced the room with noiseless step, 
Aud ever as he turned towards the bed, 

He cast a glance—a father’s glance of love— 
Upon his dy ng daughter.—By her side, 

Her lily hand in his, in silence knelt, 

The affianced of her heart—the chosen one 

On whom the young aTections had been placed.— 
No sigh or word of sorrow did they breathe. 
Theirs was the deep intensity of grief, 

Which swells the inner fountains of the soul, 

Aud froths not up in superficial streams 

Of babbling words — 

** Hearest thou the music, mother ? 

Dost hear it, Heary ?—’Tis the song of angels.” 





